
Village of Homer Board of Trustees Meeting

January 14, 2025

6:00 p.m.    
The Regular Meeting of the Village of Homer Board of Trustees was held remotely via zoom and in person at the Homer Town Hall at 31 North Main St. with Deputy Mayor Patrick Clune presiding.  

Members present:                                                       Mayor, Vacant







Deputy Mayor/Trustee, Patrick Clune








Trustee, Edward Finkbeiner 







Trustee, Kevin Slack 







Trustee, Elizabeth McGrath 
Also, present were Village Clerk Dan Egnor, Francis Casullo Village Attorney, Mike Park Town of Homer Supervisor, Martin Sweeney Village Historian, Jay Riley Village of Homer Fire Chief, Keith White Water/Sewer Superintendent, Bob Pitman Village Police Chief, Kevin Smith Homer Voice, Jack Eves Homer Radio X10.
VILLAGE OF HOMER

CONSENT AGENDA 
January 14th, 2025

1. Report of Offices and filing of written reports: Codes, DPW, Fire Department, Police Department, Recreation, Water & Sewer

2. Approve HFD LOSAP Report

3. Approve Homer Recreation Insurance

On Motion by Trustee Slack, approve the Village of Homer Consent Agenda as written, Seconded by Trustee McGrath – all ayes.
Minutes: Trustee Finkbeiner made a Motion to approve minutes of December 10 and December 31, 2024, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes. 
On Motion by Trustee McGrath, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner, to pay the following bills for 2024-2025 – all ayes.

· F & G Funds – Vouchers     # 485-495
           $38,458.58
· A Fund – Vouchers               # 1511-1546           $151,130.94
· T&A -Vouchers                     # 50-52                   $16,396.84
Privilege of the Floor: Mike reports that the Town Hall basement renovation has been delayed yet again due to the Engineers but hoping to start in the Spring.
Old Business: None at this time.
New Business: 

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, approve the Appointment of Pat Clune as the new Mayor, Seconded by Trustee McGrath – all ayes. Trustee McGrath and Slack are glad to see Pat in the position as the Mayor. Martin wanted to see history in the making. Dan swore Pat in as Mayor.
The Mayor appointed Elizabeth McGrath as the Deputy Mayor.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, approve the Appointment of Dan Egnor as the Interim Treasure, Seconded by Trustee Slack – all ayes.
The Mayor has announced a Trustee Vacancy. This position is a Mayoral appointment and is open to Village residents. A short bio and resume can be e-mailed to pclune@homerny.org, mailed or in-person to the Village Office at 31 North Main Street. The position will go to December 31, 2025. The position will be voted on in the General Election November 2025 for a full four-year term. For more information contact the Cortland County Board of Elections.
Draft Budget information is in and once some questions are answered it can be voted on.  On Motion by Trustee McGrath, approve to set a Public Hearing for Adoption of Village Budget on January 28, 2025, Seconded by Trustee Slack – all ayes.
Dan and the Mayor will meet with Syracuse Haulers concerning the renewal of the contract and relegating recycling to twice a month.
There is a TV that is going to be set up for a field test of an Electronic Messaging System.  The Board is looking for residents’ feedback. The TV is going to be at the Recreation Building and we are hoping to have it set up for Winterfest.
Park Outdoor moved the billboard near Linear Park closer to the Living Museum and are now asking if they can store a tower pole on Village property. The Mayor believes this is not a good idea, it could cause problems with the NY State Parks. The Mayor would like to have an agreement with Park Outdoor to restrict LED/Digital signs at this sight and in response the Village would not plant any trees that would block the billboard. The Village is also asking that the billboards on the north side be family friendly due to the fact that the sign will be facing Linear Park.  Park Outdoor is asking to put up a pole for electrical service and the Mayor believes this could be a good thing for future Village purposes. Trustee Finkbeiner is asking for more information on Outdoor Park plans.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, approve Homer Winterfest Sponsorship at the supporter level of $350.00, Seconded by Trustee Slack – all ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, approve the NYPA LED Light Maintenance Option One, Seconded by Trustee McGrath – all ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, approve Winterfest Fireworks Display, Seconded by Trustee Slack – all ayes
Approval of the 2025 Amendment to the Municipal Cooperative Agreement for the Greater Tompkins County Municipal Health Insurance Consortium
WHEREAS, the Village of Homer is a Participant in the Greater Tompkins County Municipal Health Insurance Consortium (the "Consortium"), a municipal cooperative organized under Article 47 of the New York Insurance Law, and

WHEREAS, the municipal participants in the Consortium, including this body, have approved and executed a certain Municipal Cooperation Agreement (the "Agreement"; effective date of October 1, 2010), and

WHEREAS, Article 47 of the New York Insurance Law (the "Insurance Law") and the rules and regulations of the New York State Department of Financial Services set forth certain requirements for governance of municipal cooperatives that offer self-insured municipal cooperative health insurance plans, and
WHEREAS, the Agreement sets forth in Section Q2 that continuation of the Consortium under the terms and conditions of the Agreement, or any amendments or restatements thereto, shall be subject to Board review and upon acceptance of any new Participant hereafter, and
WHEREAS, the Municipal Cooperative Agreement requires that amendments to the agreement be presented to each participant for review and adopted by a majority vote by its municipal board, and

WHEREAS, the Village of Homer is in receipt of the proposed amended Agreement and has determined that it is in the best interest of its constituents who are served by the Consortium to amend the Agreement as set forth in the Amended Municipal Cooperative Agreement, now therefore be it

RESOLVED,
that
upon
receipt
and
review
of
the
amended
Agreement,
the Village of Homer approves at a meeting of the governing body held on 1/14/2025 and authorizes the Chief Elected Official to sign the 2025 Amendment to the Municipal Cooperative Agreement (Effective 1.1.25) of the Greater Tompkins County Municipal Health Insurance Consortium as recommended by the Board of Directors
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, approve the 2025 amendment to the Municipal Cooperative Agreement, Seconded by Trustee McGrath– all ayes.
* * * * * * * *
FAIR HOUSING RESOLUTION

Village of Homer

Designate Village of Homer Corporation Counsel as Fair Housing Officer

WHEREAS, under Title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act, the Federal Fair Housing Law and the Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988 it is unlawful to discriminate in the sale, rental, or financing of housing based on certain protected characteristics, and certain federal, state, and local fair housing and anti-discrimination laws protect individuals from such housing discrimination; and

WHEREAS, protected characteristics include, but are not limited to race, creed, color, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, military status, sex, age, disability, marital status, lawful source of income, or familial status; and

WHEREAS, any individual(s) who believes they have been the victim of housing discrimination in the sale, rental, or financing of housing has the right to file a complaint with its local government through its Fair Housing Office; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Homer previously designated a specific employee as its Fair Housing Officer (FHO) to whom complaints could be brought, and said employee is no longer employed by the Village necessitating designation of another person to accept complaints; and

WHEREAS, in an effort to promote continuity with its fair housing complaint process, the Village desires to name the Village Clerk, Dan Egnor, as its Fair Housing Officer, and Account Clerk, Maureen Hoy successor in the event Dan Egnor no longer holds the position, NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Trustees hereby designates the Village of Homer Village Clerk, Dan Egnor Corporation Counsel and as its Fair Housing Officer; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, that any individual who desires to file a fair housing complaint alleging discrimination should contact the Village Clerk, Dan Egnor at 607-749-3322 or clerk@homerny.org.

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, approve the Fair Housing Officer, Seconded by Trustee Slack– all ayes.
Attorney: None at this time.
Comments by Board Members: 
Trustee Finkbeiner will meet with Brenden O’Brien about a number of things like the dog park. There will be a debriefing on the failed River Trail proposal on January 22 at 2:00 (can do by zoom). 
Trustee McGrath None at this time.
Trustee Slack spoke with Mike Park about arches and other items for the beautification of Homer. The Winterfest looks like it will be successful this year.
Bob Pitman was asked about the possibility of rail work in the Village next week.

The Mayor asked the Board to think about a change in the beginning date of Trustee terms. The date would change from December 1st to January 1st. Trustee McGrath pointed out that this would be a benefit to have experienced Trustees working on the budget discussions in November and December. Fran will look into the process to move forward with the change.
Questions from the Media: 
Kevin Smith would like to know if the complete budget will be posted. Dan stated that when it is complete it will be posted.
On Motion by Trustee McGrath, the Board entered Executive session, in accordance with NYS Public Officers Law, Article 7 §105, section F. the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation;  Seconded by Trustee Slack at 6:40 P.M.- All ayes.

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee McGrath the Board exited Executive session at 6:55 P.M. All ayes. No action taken at this time.
On Motion to adjourn by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee McGrath at 6:56 PM-All ayes.








Respectfully Submitted,







Maureen Hoy, Account Clerk

