
Village of Homer Board of Trustees Meeting

February 27, 2024
6:00 p.m.    
The Regular Meeting of the Village of Homer Board of Trustees was held remotely via zoom and in person at the Homer Town Hall at 31 North Main St. with Mayor McCabe presiding.  

Members present:                                           Mayor, Hal McCabe 







Trustee, Patrick Clune







Trustee, Edward Finkbeiner 







Trustee, Kevin Slack 







Trustee, Elizabeth McGrath 
Also, present were Village Clerk Dan Egnor, Village Treasurer Tanya Digennaro, Francis Casullo Village Attorney, Bob Pitman Chief of Police, Jay Riley Village of Homer Fire Chief, Fred Forbes, Margaret Mellott Cortland Standard, Jack Eves Homer Radio X101.
VILLAGE OF HOMER

Consent Agenda 
February 27, 2024
A. Approve the following schedule for hanging banners:

a. March 24- April 24 Child Advocacy Center for Child Abuse

b. April 24- May 8 Corn Duck Derby

c. May 8- May 31 Capco

d. June 1- June 24 Homer Fire Department/Field Days

B. Accept donation from Cortland Pump for Father/ Daughter Dance for $500

C. Accept donation for the Homer Police Department for $50
D. Accept February 1 Satisfactory Agriculture and Markets Municipal Shelter Inspection Report on Country Acres Pet Services

E. Accept February 1 Satisfactory Agriculture and Markets Dog Control Office Report on Country Acres Pet Services

F. Updated Finance Policies:

a. Village Clerk reappointed deputy treasurer and has all rights and responsibilities as Village Treasurer when absent.

b. Village Treasurer reappointed deputy clerk and has all rights and responsibilities as Village Clerk when absent.

c. If either the Village Clerk or Village Treasurer is unavailable, the Deputy Mayor or Trustee Finkbeiner, besides Mayor McCabe

                                       may perform functions of Village Clerk or Village Treasurer

d. Payroll Processing

e. Quarterly Payroll

f. Revenue Receipts Policy

g. Accounts Payable Voucher Policy

h. Email Policy

i. Board Reports Submission Policy

j. Check/ Payment Requests Policy

G. Approve fire department contract with American Legion for use of land during the Homer Fire Department Field Days

H. Approve excess cemetery funds to be put into reserve for tree removal.

I. Approve excess fire department funds to be placed in PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) reserves at the close of the fiscal year.

J. Approve excess recreation funds to be placed in recreation reserves at the close of the fiscal year.

K. Appoint Michael Ellis as Seasonal Cemetery Laborer beginning March 4, 2024 and ending when the Cemetery closes

L. Appoint Karl Cole as Seasonal DPW Part-Time MEO beginning March 18, 2024 and ending in Fall 2024
On Motion by Trustee Clune, to approve the Consent Agenda of February 27, 2024, Seconded by Trustee McGrath– all ayes.
PUBLIC HEARING #1:
To use the following reserves to purchase Bobcat attachments.
· Municipal Reserves

$5,000.00
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, use reserves to purchase Bobcat attachments as written, Seconded by Trustee Clune, – all ayes.
Minutes: Trustee Clune made a Motion to approve minutes of February 13, 2024, as written, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee McGrath, to pay the following bills for 2023-2024 – all ayes.
· F & G Funds – Vouchers    # 423-432 
        $1,762.15
· A Fund – Vouchers             # 1250-1301           $42,782.03
· TA -Vouchers                       #60-61                   $3,578.91
Privilege of the Floor: The Mayor presented Fred Forbes with a plaque for his years of service at the Town and help with the Village.
Old Business: Dan Egnor Village Clerk presented Grant update spread sheet. Trustee Finkbeiner asked about Linear Park, Dan spoke to the Parks Department, and it is in the final stages. The Village and CNY Museum have signed an affidavit to agree that there will not be a fixed structure on the property. 
New Business:
On Motion by Trustee Clune to adopt the updated trash policy from Cortland County and removal of the 25-pound weight limit on per bag, Seconded by Trustee McGrath- all ayes.

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve waiver for HCSD water bill penalties due to the fact that bills were not sent to correct bill person, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes.

WHEREAS, the Village of Homer (hereinafter “local government”) believes

that the lack of housing for New York residents of all ages and income levels negatively impacts

the future of New York State’s economic growth and community well-being;

WHEREAS, the housing crisis has negative effects at regional and local levels, we believe that

every community must do their part to contribute to housing growth and benefit from the

positive impacts a healthy housing market brings to communities;

WHEREAS, we believe that supporting housing production of all kinds in our community will

bring multiple benefits, including increasing housing access and choices for current and future

residents, providing integrated accessible housing options that meet the needs of people with

sensory and mobility disabilities, bringing economic opportunities and vitality to our

communities, and allowing workers at all levels to improve their quality of life through living

closer to their employment opportunities;

WHEREAS, we believe that evidence showing that infill development that reduces sprawl and

supports walkable communities has significant environmental and public health benefits; and

WHEREAS, we believe that affirmatively furthering fair housing and reducing segregation is not

only required by law, but is essential for keeping our community strong and vibrant;

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Village of Homer, in order to take positive steps to alleviate the housing crisis, adopts the Pro-Housing Communities pledge, which will have us endeavor to take the following important steps:

1. Streamlining permitting for multifamily housing, affordable housing, accessible housing,

accessory dwelling units, and supportive housing.

2. Adopting policies that affirmatively further fair housing.

3. Incorporating regional housing needs into planning decisions.

4. Increasing development capacity for residential uses.

5. Enacting policies that encourage a broad range of housing development, including

multifamily housing, affordable housing, accessible housing, accessory dwelling units,

and supportive housing.

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner approve Pro-Housing Communities Pledge, Seconded by Trustee Clune- all ayes.
Attorney: no comment at this time.
Comments by Board Members: 
Trustee Finkbeiner no comment at this time.
Trustee McGrath no comment at this time.
Trustee Clune no comment at this time.
Trustee Slack no comment at this time.
Questions from the Media: 
Margaret what does the Village do next with the Pro-Housing Pledge; The Mayor has been asked to pledge but the Village is already doing this.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, the Board entered Executive session, in accordance with NYS Public Officers Law, Article 7 §105, section f. the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation, Seconded by Trustee Clune at 6:22 P.M.- All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner the Board exited Executive session at 7:07 P.M. All ayes.
On Motion to adjourn by Trustee Clune Seconded by Mayor McCabe at 7:07 PM-All ayes.







Respectfully Submitted,







Maureen Hoy, Account Clerk

