
Village of Homer Board of Trustees Meeting

April 11, 2023
6:00 p.m.    
The Regular Meeting of the Village of Homer Board of Trustees was held remotely via zoom and in person at the Homer Town Hall at 31 North Main St. with Mayor McCabe presiding.  

Members present:                                           Mayor, Hal McCabe 







Trustee, Patrick Clune







Trustee, Edward Finkbeiner 







Trustee, Kevin Slack 







Trustee, Elizabeth McGrath
Also, present were Village Clerk Dan Egnor, Village Treasurer Tanya Digennaro, Chief of Police Bob Pitman, Dante Armideo Village Lawyer, Kim Hubbard Homer News, Fred Forbes Town of Homer Superintendent, Keith White Water/Sewer Department, Phil Stockton DPW Superintendent, Zack Pollak Recreation Director, Kevin Smith Cortland Voice, Margaret Mellott Cortland Standard, Mahlon Irish Fire Department, Jay Riley Fire Department Chief.
PUBLIC HEARING #1:

Recognize April as Fair Housing Month. 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Title VIII Fair Housing Policy of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 and the Fair Housing Amendments
Act of 1988 and,






WHEREAS, the month of April 2023 has been 
designated by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development's Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity as Fair Housing Month.






NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Village Board of the Village of Homer hereby declares and proclaims April as Fair 
Housing Month in the Village.

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, to recognize as April as Fair Housing Month in the Village, Seconded by Trustee Clune– all ayes.
Trustee Clune made a Motion to approve minutes of February 28 and March 21, 2023, as written, Seconded by Trustee McGrath- all ayes. 

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Clune, to pay the following bills as stated – all ayes.
Payment of bills for the 2023-2024 year ending:
· F & G Funds – Vouchers    # 13-29                    $47,602.40
· A Fund – Vouchers             # 36-85                    $85,315.5
· TA Fund – Vouchers           #1-4
                      $12,938.68
Treasurer’s report:  Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Clune- all ayes.
ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF WRITTEN REPORTS:

CEMETERY: Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes.
CODES REPORT – Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee McGrath- all ayes. 
ANIMAL CONTROL- Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Slack - all ayes. 
DPW/PARKS –Report highlights were given by Phil. The new loader will be in June. Trustee Clune asked what is needed for concrete certification. The concrete company must get certification.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Clune- all ayes. Reminder that yard scraps will be picked up May 1. There will be a day pick up this week only and the compost site is open for residents to bring yard scrap to.
FIRE DEPARTMENT – Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes. 
POLICE – Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Clune- all ayes. August will be a busy month. 

FIRE INSPECTOR REPORT- No Report currently.  
RECREATION – Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee McGrath, Seconded by Trustee Clune- all ayes.  
WATER/SEWER –Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee McGrath - all ayes. Keith had to fix the sewer at the Origins and had to call in help since the Water department was at training. The IGA service line had to be worked on to find what/where the problem is. That section of sidewalk will be closed to complete this. North Main St repair plans may change depending on the cost. Keith will be looking into getting money for water tanks. 
Privilege of the floor:  Fred Forbes Town of Homer Supervisor met with Randy Crawford, has numbers of $51,000 if they own the plans and $77,000 if the bid goes forward for the repairs of the stairway to the 3rd floor. Fred will present total costs at $1,150,00 to $1,250,000 to his Board.  The Mayor believes the Village could use money from the DRI to help. There will be a combined Town Planning and Zoning on Wed 19th to discuss RT 81 Billboards. 
Old Business: No updates
 New Business: 
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve waiving Community Gardens lease fee for Jane Hall from the Food Bank, Second by Trustee Finkbeiner– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve the Fire Department elections results, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes. 

Fire Chief: Jay Riley 

Deputy Chief: Doug Van Etten 

1st Assistant Chief: Nate Stockwin 

2nd Assistant Chief: Jeremy Barber 

Rescue Captain: Adam Burhans

Rescue Lieutenant: Amy Borst

President: Tim Maxson 

Vice President: Vacant- there will be a special election.
Secretary: Richard Elmer, Sr.

Treasurer: Randy McKay

Fire Police Members:

- Paul Coolidge

- Richard Elmer, Sr.

- Gordon Ivory

- Paul LeFever

- Heather Martin 

- Tim Maxson 

- Gary McEuen 

- Randy McKay

- Don Mudge

- Andrew Patterson

- Matt Perry (new member)

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve budget adjustments 2023-2024, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes.
150th Anniversary of the Homer Fire Department 

PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, the Homer Fire Department was originally organized April 10, 1873, through the Tioughnioga Steamer Co, and Triumph Hose Company Number 1,

WHEREAS, the first Homer Fire Department station was built for $2,100 on James Street on a piece of vacant land purchased for $285.

WHEREAS, the first fire Homer Fire Department fire truck, a Brockway, was purchased in 1920.
WHEREAS, two additional companies are now part of the Homer Fire Department- Tioughnioga Hose Co. No. 2, and West Side Co. No. 3,

WHEREAS, the official Homer Fire Station has been located at 45 South Main Street, Homer, NY since 1941 built for $58,000, 

WHEREAS, current coverage includes the Village of Homer, Town of Homer, and Town of Scott, as well as Cortland County and surrounding fire districts through mutual aid agreements, 

WHEREAS, the Homer Fire Department has protected and served the citizens of the Village of Homer and the surrounding fire districts since 1873 with honor and integrity; and

WHEREAS, the Homer Fire Department is celebrating 150 years of existence for the Village of Homer and the surrounding fire districts, and their citizens.

NOW, THERFORE, the Village of Homer does hereby recognize the 

              150th Anniversary of the Homer Fire Department

And encourage to help us celebrate the role the Homer Fire Department has played in our community’s history by recognizing April 10th as Homer Fire Department Day. On behalf of our community, we honor the men and women who bravely served our residents in the past and those who continue to uphold that legacy of service today.

April 10, 2023









Mayor McCabe

On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve the Fire Department 150th Proclamation, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to accept the NYS Quick Start Grant, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes.
[image: image1.png]




OFFICIA L PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS
in 1872, the Nebraska Board of Agriculture established a special
day to be set aside for the planting of trees, and
WHEREAS
this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the
planting of more than a million trees in Nebraska, and
WHEREAS
Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the
world, and
WHEREAS
trees can be a solution to combating climate change by reducing
the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, cutting heating and cooling costs, moderating the temperature, cleaning the air, producing life-giving oxygen, and providing habitat for wildlife, and
WHEREAS
trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our
homes, fuel for our fires, and countless other wood products, and
WHEREAS
trees in our city increase property values, enhance the economic
vitality of business areas, and beautify our community, and
WHEREAS
trees — wherever they are planted — are a source of joy and
spiritual renewal.
NOW, THEREFORE,
I, Darren “Hal” McCabe
, Mayor of the Village of
 Homer
, do hereby proclaim.
April 29th , 2023
 as ARBOR DAY
In the Village of  Homer
, and I urge all citizens to celebrate Arbor Day and to support efforts to protect our trees and woodlands, and
FURTHER,
I urge all citizens to plant trees to gladden the heart and
promote the well-being of this and future generations.
DATED THIS
11th 
day of       April, 2023
                                                                    Mayor  Darren “Hal” McCabe
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve the Arbor Day Proclamation, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve mortgage release for 9-11 Northwest Street, Second by Trustee McCabe– 4-ayes 1-abstain-Trustee Slack due to a conflict of interest.
Review Water/Sewer credit requests. On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve Water credit for accounts 60420 for $97.02 and 90420 for $154.25, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes. 
On Motion by Trustee McGrath to approve Climbing, Falls and Height policy as written, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve lease with John A. Miller for 4 parking spaces on S. Main St. at $20.00 a month/per space for 2023, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve lease with Dwayne Block Building LLC for 6 parking spaces at $20.00 a month/per space for 2023, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes.
Final reserves transfer for excess budgeted funds for signs $6,000; Recreation reserves (pants) $6,000; Economic development $18,670.60; Fire Department-PP&E $15,009.51, Truck Replacement $35,0066.55, Truck Repairs $10,019.01. On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve reserve transfer as stated, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Slack to approve Ames Linen contracts with DPW, NWW & HFD, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve Rentals-to-Go contracts for summer events in the Village at a rate of $560.00 per event except Brockway Truck the rate is $1100.00, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve applying for Cortland Works Career Center summer positions placement as stated, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune to appoint Lucas Sweeten to full-time laborer position in the DPW department, Second by Trustee Finkbeiner McGrath– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune to appoint Zavien Rosato to full-time laborer position in the NWW department, Second by Trustee Finkbeiner– All ayes.
Attorney: No comments
Comments by Board Members:
Trustee Finkbeiner the CFA application will be helped by the 10 points the Village received from the LWRP.
Trustee Clune congratulations to Tanya as employee of the month. Looking into a retirement system for the Fire Department. Kelly Preston will not be running for reelection. A possible solution to the parking problems on Hanum Ave. Residents have voiced their opinions and they are not in favor of the no parking on the south side of Hanum Ave. There will be no change to the policy of no parking on the north side.
Trustee McGrath nothing currently.

Trustee Slack talked to Jay to ask the Brewster House in sharing a sign with the Fire Department. He has looked into the cost of gold leafing will be 6 boxes at the cost of $2,500.00 per box. Kevin is looking just painting the signs and adding lighting the signs. 
Mayor McCabe nothing currently.

Questions from the Media: 

Margaret Mellott wanted copies of the 150 Fire Department proclamation, the climbing policy, falls and height policy and Fire Dept elections. The 150th celebration will be on July 22nd.  
On Motion by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner, the Board entered Executive session, in accordance with NYS Public Officers Law, Article 7 §105 at 7:05 P.M. All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner, the Board exited Executive session at 8:18 P.M. All ayes.
On Motion to adjourn by Trustee Clune Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner at 8:18 PM-All ayes.







Respectfully Submitted,







Maureen Hoy, Account Clerk

