
Village of Homer Board of Trustees Meeting

July 25, 2023
6:00 p.m.    
The Regular Meeting of the Village of Homer Board of Trustees was held remotely via zoom and in person at the Homer Town Hall at 31 North Main St. with Mayor McCabe presiding.  

Members present:                                           Mayor, Hal McCabe 







Trustee, Patrick Clune







Trustee, Edward Finkbeiner 







Trustee, Kevin Slack (late)







Trustee, Elizabeth McGrath
Also, present were Village Clerk Dan Egnor, Village Treasurer Tanya Digennaro, Francis Casullo Village Lawyer, Don Ferris, Jay Riley Village of Homer Fire Chief, Zach Pollak Recreation Department, Margaret Mellott Cortland Standard, Kevin Smith Cortland Standard, Eddie Velazquez Cortland Voice, Jacqueline Novak of Barton & Loguidice.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

PUBLIC HEARING

July 25, 2023

PUBLIC HEARING #1:

To Use Monies From Fire Truck Reserve:

$150,000.00 to purchase a new Fire Truck.

The meeting is now closed. Trustee Clune made a Motion to approve the purchase of the new Fire Truck to replace the mini rescue from the Fire Truck reserves for $150,000, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes. Trustee Clune noted that the Village will not have to get a bond and the trucks are being replaced in a timely manner.
PUBLIC HEARING #2:

To Use Monies From Police Car Reserve:

$47,000.00 to purchase a new Police Car.
The meeting is now closed. Trustee Finkbeiner made a Motion to approve the purchase of a new Police Car from reserves for $47,000, Seconded by Trustee McGrath- all ayes. The Mayor noted that the Village is using money set aside for these purchases.
Minutes: Trustee Clune made a Motion to approve minutes of July 11, 2023, as written, Seconded by Trustee McGrath- all ayes. 

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Clune, to pay the following bills for 2023-2024 – all ayes.
· F & G Funds – Vouchers    # 129-150 
   $11,152.91
· A Fund – Vouchers             # 398-448          $136,416.41
· TA -Vouchers                       #20-21              $1,388.44    
ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF WRITTEN REPORTS:

RECREATION – Motion to accept the report for June 2023 as submitted by Trustee McGrath, Seconded by Trustee Clune- all ayes. 

Old Business: LOSAP, the retirement plan for Volunteer Fire Members. Tanya gave some information as to how the plan works and who is eligible. Chief Jay Riley noted that there are benefits for all and is looking at his budget. 
New Business:
Revisiting the NWW Water tank agenda. The Village is replacing an aged water tank on the other side of Rt 81 and placing a new one next to a water tank above the Cemetery. Jacqueline discussed the next steps to be completed for the application to move forward.    

Three Resolutions for NWW Water Tank 

1. RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE VILLAGE OF HOMER VILLAGE CLERK AS THE CERTIFYING OFFICER FOR THE VILLAGE OF HOMER WATER STORAGE TANK REPLACEMENT PROJECT ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW RECORD

WHEREAS, the Village of Homer (the “Village”) is proposing the Village of Homer Water Storage Tank Replacement Project located in the Village and Town of Homer, Cortland County, New York (the “Project”); and

WHEREAS, the Village must prepare an Environmental Review Record (ERR) in accordance with regulations governing the CDBG Small Cities, Towns and Villages Program; and

WHEREAS, the Village must appoint an Environmental Certifying Officer to be responsible for the activities associated with the preparation of the ERR;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED, that the Village of Homer Village Clerk is hereby designated as the Certifying Officer for the Village’s ERR; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Village Clerk is authorized to sign all necessary certifications leading to the completion of the ERR.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve resolution #1 as read, Seconded by Trustee Clune - all ayes.

2. RESOLUTION DETERMINING THAT THE PROPOSED HOMER WATER STORAGE TANK REPLACEMENT PROJECT IS A TYPE 1 ACTION AND WILL NOT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT

WHEREAS, the Village of Homer (Village) is proposing the Village of Homer Water Storage Tank Replacement Project (Project), located in the Village and Town of Homer, Cortland County, New York; and

WHEREAS, the Project has been classified as a “Type I Action” as defined by the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) in 6 NYCRR Part 617.4; and

WHEREAS, the Village sent a letter and Part 1 of a Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF) to be sent to other potentially “Interested” and “Involved Agencies” (as these terms are defined in the SEQRA Regulations found at 6 NYCRR Part 617), indicating the Village’s desire to serve as the “Lead Agency” (as this quoted term is defined in the SEQRA Regulations) and to complete a coordinated review of the Project (in accordance with 6 NYCRR Part 617.6); and 

WHEREAS, responses from Interested and Involved Agencies were requested, and each of the potentially Interested and Involved Agencies has agreed to, or raised no objections to, the Village of Homer Village Board serving as Lead Agency for the Project; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the SEQRA Regulations, the Village of Homer Village Board has considered the significance of the potential environmental impacts of the Project by (a) using the criteria specified in Section 617.7 of the SEQRA Regulations, and (b) examining the FEAF for the Project, including the facts and conclusions in Parts 1, 2 and 3 of the FEAF, together with other available supporting information, to identify the relevant areas of environmental concern:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED that, the Village of Homer Village Board hereby establishes itself as Lead Agency for the Project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that based upon an examination of the FEAF and other available supporting information, and considering both the magnitude and importance of each relevant area of environmental concern, and based further upon the Village’s knowledge of the area surrounding the Project, the Village of Homer Village Board makes the determination that the Project will not have a significant adverse environmental impact and that the Project will not require the preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as a consequence of such findings and declaration, and in compliance with the requirements of SEQRA, the Village of Homer Village Board, as Lead Agency, hereby directs the Village of Homer Village Mayor to sign the FEAF Part 3 – Determination of Significance indicating that a Negative Declaration has been issued for the Project; this Resolution shall take effect immediately.
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve resolution #2 as read, Seconded by Trustee Slack - all ayes.

3. A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING, SUBJECT TO PERMISSIVE REFERENDUM, THE CONSTRUCTION AND INSTALLATION OF A NEW WATER STORAGE TANK, IN AND FOR THE VILLAGE OF HOMER, CORTLAND COUNTY, NEW YORK, AT A MAXIMUM ESTIMATED COST OF NOT TO EXCEED $4,048,000 AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $4,048,000 SERIAL BONDS OF SAID VILLAGE TO PAY THE COST THEREOF.
WHEREAS, the capital project hereinafter described, as proposed, have been determined to be a Type I Action pursuant to the regulations of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation promulgated pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act, which it has been determined will not have any significant adverse impact on the environment; and

WHEREAS, it is now desired to authorize the financing thereof, NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED, by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the total voting strength of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Homer, Cortland County, New York (the “Village”), as follows:

Section 1.
The construction and installation of a new 400,000-gallon water storage tank at the site of an existing tank on the westside of the Village, including a pump station, a water main extension, decommissioning of two (2) water tanks, as well as incidental improvements and expenses in connection therewith, in and for the Village of Homer, Cortland County, New York, is hereby authorized, subject to permissive referendum, at a maximum estimated cost of $4,048,000.

Section 2.
The plan for the financing for said maximum estimated cost is by the issuance of not to exceed $4,048,000 bonds of the Village hereby authorized to be issued therefor pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law; provided, the amount of serial bonds to be issued shall be reduced dollar-for-dollar by any grants-in-aid received therefor.

Section 3.
It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid specific object or purpose is 40 years, pursuant to subdivision 1 of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the Local Finance Law.  It is hereby further determined that the maximum maturity of the serial bonds herein authorized will exceed five years.

Section 4.
The faith and credit of said Village of Homer, Cortland County, New York, are hereby irrevocably pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same respectively become due and payable.  An annual appropriation shall be made in each year sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds becoming due and payable in such year.  There shall annually be levied on all the taxable real property of said Village, a tax sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same become due and payable.

Section 5.
Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize the issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the serial bonds herein authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the Village Treasurer, the chief fiscal officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form, and contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be prescribed by said Village Treasurer, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law.

Section 6.
The powers and duties of advertising such bonds for sale, conducting the sale and awarding the bonds, are hereby delegated to the Village Treasurer, who shall advertise such bonds for sale, conduct the sale, and award the bonds in such manner as the Village Treasurer shall deem best for the interests of said Village, including, but not limited to, the power to sell said bonds to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation; provided, however, that in the exercise of these delegated powers, the Village Treasurer shall comply fully with the provisions of the Local Finance Law and any order or rule of the State Comptroller applicable to the sale of municipal bonds.  The receipt of the Village Treasurer shall be a full acquittance to the purchaser of such bonds, who shall not be obliged to see to the application of the purchase money.

Section 7.
All other matters except as provided herein relating to the serial bonds herein authorized including the date, denominations, maturities, and interest payment dates, within the limitations prescribed herein and the manner of execution of the same, including the consolidation with other issues, and also the ability to issue serial bonds with substantially level or declining annual debt service, shall be determined by the Village Treasurer, the chief fiscal officer of such Village.  Such bonds shall contain substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law and shall otherwise be in such form and contain such recitals, in addition to those required by Section 51.00 of the Local Finance Law, as the Village Treasurer shall determine consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law.

Section 8.
The Village Treasurer is hereby further authorized, at the Village Treasurer’s sole discretion, to execute a project finance and/or loan agreement, and any other agreements with the New York State Department of Health and/or the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation, including amendments thereto, and including any instruments (or amendments thereto) in the effectuation thereof, in order to effect the financing or refinancing of the specific object or purpose described in Section 1 hereof, or a portion thereof, by a bond, and/or note issue of said Village in the event of the sale of same to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation.

Section 9.
The power to issue and sell notes to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation pursuant to Section 169.00 of the Local Finance Law is hereby delegated to the Village Treasurer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents as may be prescribed by said Village Treasurer consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law.

Section 10.
The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested only if:

1)
Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said Village is not authorized to expend money, or

2)
The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of this resolution are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such publication, or

3)
Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution.

Section 11.
This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.  Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, or are reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long-term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein.

Section 12.
Upon this resolution taking effect, the same shall be published in summary form in the official newspaper of said Village for such purpose, together with a notice of the Village Clerk in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law.

Section 13.
THIS RESOLUTION IS ADOPTED SUBJECT TO PERMISSIVE REFERENDUM.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve resolution #3 as read, Seconded by Trustee Clune - all ayes.

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve Wyatt Brown as Village of Homer Fire Department member, Seconded by Trustee Clune - all ayes.
Village Green Trees:  There is a tree that needs to be removed and placement of new trees will be planted on the inside of the sidewalk. 
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve the contract with Homer Elks Lodge for Brockway National Truck Show, Seconded by Trustee Slack - all ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve the contract with Coffee Grounds, LLC for Brockway National Truck Show, Seconded by Trustee Slack - all ayes.
Football Registration: Reminding residents that there are deadlines for this due to equipment purchases.
Review Village of Homer garbage and recycling pickup fines. There is a resident asking to waive this charge because the Cortland County’s rules are not clear enough. On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve the removal of the fine and clear the record, Seconded by Trustee McGrath - all ayes. Trustee Clune would like to remind residents that this is an ongoing situation.
The football helmet replacement plan is in the budget for this year and is set to go forward. Approve Angler Access per DEC Request
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve Angler Access per DEC Request and post signage “fish at your own risk”, Seconded by Trustee McGrath - all ayes.

On Motion by Trustee Clune to declare the Fire Department ATV as surplus and approve selling it at auction, Seconded by Trustee Slack - all ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Slack to approve the purchase of Stonewall Body for the Fire Truck, Seconded by Trustee Clune - all ayes.

Attorney: no comment at this time.
Privilege of the floor:  nothing from the floor.

Comments by Board Members:
Trustee Finkbeiner no comment at this time.
Trustee Clune is asking residents for their input for the DRI by doing the survey online. Since the schools parking lots are under construction, thanks to Tanya for all the work in getting parking for Village events. There will be another amnesty day in October. Two concerts this week.
Trustee McGrath no comment at this time.
Trustee Slack wanted to know the status of resident that fell ill at the Fire Dept dinner-he is ok.
Mayor McCabe wants to thank all that have helped to solve the parking solutions for the busy summer. A special thanks to Homer School for doing the shuttles this summer. 
Questions from the Media: 
Kevin Smith wanted to know if the tree on the Green that was removed was part of the Village planned removal of dead trees. It was not, the question was more who owned the tree Village or the Church. After review it was determined to be the Village tree and was removed because it was a danger to a structure and people. Any further trees planted by the Village will be on the inside of the Green. 
Margaret Mellott asked how the Village will pay for the water tank if no grant money is available. The Mayor replied that the tax burden would be too much for the Village and would continue to apply for grant money to get the new water tank.

On Motion by Mayor McCabe, Seconded by Trustee Clune, the Board entered Executive session, in accordance with NYS Public Officers Law, Article 7 §105, section D. discussions regarding proposed, pending or current litigation at 7:08 P.M. All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner, the Board exited Executive session at 7:30 P.M. All ayes.
On Motion to adjourn by Trustee Finkbeiner Seconded by Trustee Slack at 7:30 PM-All ayes.







Respectfully Submitted,







Maureen Hoy, Account Clerk

