
Village of Homer Board of Trustees Meeting

May 23, 2023
6:00 p.m.    
The Regular Meeting of the Village of Homer Board of Trustees was held remotely via zoom and in person at the Homer Town Hall at 31 North Main St. with Mayor McCabe presiding.  

Members present:                                           Mayor, Hal McCabe 







Trustee, Patrick Clune







Trustee, Edward Finkbeiner 







Trustee, Kevin Slack 







Trustee, Elizabeth McGrath
Also, present were Village Clerk Dan Egnor, Village Treasurer Tanya Digennaro, Dante Armideo Village Lawyer, Jay Riley Village of Homer Fire Chief, Don Ferris, Kevin Smith Cortland Voice, Eddie Velazquez, Margaret Mellott Cortland Standard, Mahlon Irish Jr, Tim Maxson, Jacqueline Novak and Taylor Bottar of Barton & Loguidice, National Grid Representatives. 
Minutes: Trustee Clune made a Motion to approve minutes of April 25, 2023, as written, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes. 

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee McGrath, to pay the following bills for 2023-2024 – all ayes.
· F & G Funds – Vouchers    # 214-242         $37,308.77
· A Fund – Vouchers             # 73-84             $76,725.35
· TA -Vouchers                      #9                      $215.00
Privilege of the floor:  nothing from the floor
Old Business: None currently. 
New Business: 

Presentation by National Grid on New Meter Project (AMI) for the Village. National Grid will be replacing the old meters with new digital meters to improve customer service. They will send letters to customers as to when this will happen.
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve Nate Borst as Fire Department Vice President, Seconded by Trustee Slack - all ayes.
Trustee Clune had some questions about the proposed Fire Department rules and regulations. There needs to be wording added to clear up some confusion in the qualifications to maintain membership (section III). The words “they may remain” a member if not living in the Village. Also Section V- age requirement should be listed as 21 years of age.  On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve Village of Homer Fire Department Rules and Regulations with the two corrections, Seconded by Trustee Slack - all ayes.
RESOLUTIONS AUTHORIZING THE INCORPORATION OF THE 
HOMER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.

WHEREAS, members of the current unincorporated association generally known as the Homer Fire Department desire to form and incorporate the Homer Fire Department, Inc. as a special Not-for-Profit Corporation and seek to obtain the approval and consent of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Homer; and 
WHEREAS Not-for-Profit Corporation Law section 404(f) requires the consent and approval of the Village of Homer to the formation of a fire corporation and that the Certificate of Incorporation therefor shall have endorsed thereon or annexed thereto the approval, signed and acknowledged, of the Board of Trustees as the authority of such Village of Homer; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees (“Board”) has received a proposed Certificate of Incorporation for the Homer Fire Department, Inc. as a fire corporation; and

WHEREAS, the Board has considered the proposed Certificate of Incorporation of the Homer Fire Department, Inc. as a fire corporation; and

WHEREAS the Board after due deliberation, finds it in the best interest of the Village of Homer, and the residents and taxpayers of the Village of Homer to approve and consent to the proposed formation of a fire corporation and the Certificate of Incorporation of the Homer Fire Department, Inc., as authorized by law and these Resolutions; 

NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby.  

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Homer hereby approves and consents to the formation of the Homer Fire Department, Inc. as a fire corporation; and it is further. 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Homer hereby approves and consents to the Certificate of the Incorporation of Homer Fire Department, Inc. attached to these Resolutions; and it is further.
RESOLVED, that majority of the Trustees of the Board are hereby authorized and directed to execute the “Approval and Consent by Village Board” also attached to these Resolutions, which approval shall be annexed to such Certificate of Incorporation, and which such approval shall be signed and acknowledged pursuant to Not-for-Profit Corporation Law 404(f). 

SO ORDERED.

Trustee Slack moved, Trustee Clune seconded, and the Board of Trustees voted as follows:



Name:




Voting: Aye or Nay:


Mayor McCabe




Aye
Deputy Mayor and Trustee Clune


Aye
Trustee Finkbeiner




Aye
Trustee Slack





Aye
Trustee McGrath




Aye

The foregoing resolutions were thereupon declared duly adopted and approved by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Homer.

May 23, 2023

_____________________________

Dan Egnor, Village Clerk

Village of Homer

Discussion of possible tax exemption for volunteer Fire Department members who reside in the Village of Homer. It would not be much of a change for the fireman at this time.  There will have to be a Public Hearing to move this idea forward.

On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve Michael Hobart’s membership application to the Homer Fire Department pending physical, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Slack to approve Michael Gates’s membership application to the Homer Fire Department pending physical, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes.

Review full environmental assessment form part one for the Newton Waterwork’s water tank. Jacqueline discussed the first steps to be completed on for the application including zoning for the area, to stay in compliance with the DEC and SHIPO.  Trustee Clune asked that Durkee, Newton Water Works and Newton parks that are in the Village be added to the application form and then the Mayor can sign.  Taylor said that there are several generic DEC web site information items that must be listed and will be reviewed by the DEC. 
RESOLUTION DECLARING THE INTENT OF THE VILLAGE OF HOMER VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES TO ACT AS LEAD AGENCY
WHEREAS, the Village of Homer (Village) is proposing the Village of Homer New Water Storage Tank Project (Project), located in the Village and Town of Homer, Cortland County, New York; and

WHEREAS, the Project has been classified as a “Type I Action” as defined by the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) in 6 NYCRR Part 617.4; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Village of Homer Village Board to assume the role of “Lead Agency” for purposes of conducting a SEQRA/SERP assessment of the Project; and

WHEREAS, Part I of a Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF) has been completed, reviewed by the Village of Homer Village Board, and will be circulated to all Interested and Involved Agencies for purposes of establishing the Village of Homer Village Board as “Lead Agency” in accordance with 6 NYCRR Part 617.6(b).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED AND DETERMINED, that the Mayor of the Village of Homer hereby is authorized to sign Part I of the FEAF (page 13); and it is further

RESOLVED AND DETERMINED, that the Village of Homer will send said Part I of the FEAF and associated site figure to the attached list of “Interested and Involved Agencies” under cover of a “Notice of Intent to Establish Lead Agency” letter for purposes of establishing Lead Agency status under the SEQRA/SERP; and it is further.
RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the Village of Homer and the Village Board, together with the Village of Homer Attorney and B&L, are hereby authorized to take all actions, serve all notices, and complete all documents required to give full force and effect to this determination.

On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve resolution declaring Village Board of Trustee lead agency (for the proposed Village for Homer new water tank project), Seconded by Trustee McGrath - all ayes.
On Motion Trustee Finkbeiner to approve budget adjustments, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve carrying forward budget of 2022-2023 encumbrances, Second by Trustee Finkbeiner– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve authorizing request for quote (RFQ) for River Trail, not to exceed $10,000.00, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee McGrath to approve holding a public hearing to use $40,000.00 in Water Department reserves for the purchase of a vehicle, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes.
Mayor McCabe discussed th upcoming DRT meetings. First DRI local Planning Committee meeting June 1, 2023, from 2:30-4:30 in the Center for the Arts and is open to the public.
Trustee Clune noted the Memorial Day activities include the parade and wreath ceremony at the Glenwood Cemetery.
Attorney: No comments
Privilege of the floor:  nothing from the floor.

Comments by Board Members:
Trustee Finkbeiner nothing currently.

Trustee Clune noted that residents need to review the Cortland County requirements for what can be put in the recycle bin.  The Board and Kevin McMahon need to review the permits for special events. Parking for the summer events is being worked on with interested parties. 
Trustee McGrath nothing currently.
Trustee Slack likes the idea of the food trucks fund raiser at the Fire Department.
Mayor McCabe nothing currently.
Questions from the Media: 
Margaret Mellott and Kevin Smith asked what the Village had planned for the River Trail. The Village has many thoughts but there are no final plans currently.
On Motion by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Slack, the Board entered Executive session, in accordance with NYS Public Officers Law, Article 7 §105, section C information relating to current or future investigation or prosecution of a criminal offense which would imperil effective law enforcement if disclosed; and section H the proposed acquisition, sale or lease of real property or the proposed acquisition of securities, or sale or exchange of securities held by such public body, but only when publicity would substantially affect the value thereof at 7:00 P.M. All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner, the Board exited Executive session at 7:21 P.M. All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune accept Leah Bouwens as Recreation Specialist, Second by Trustee Finkbeiner– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune waive the Newton Waterworks Park rental fee for Pack 1, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes. 
On Motion by Trustee Clune waive the Newton Waterworks Park rental fee for Person-to-Person Group, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes. 

On Motion by Trustee Clune waive the Newton Park rental fee for Boy and Girl Scouts for the Rt 90 garage sale fund raiser, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes. 

On Motion by Trustee Clune approve the field hockey minicamp, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes. 

On Motion by Trustee Clune accept the resignation of Dante Armedio on June 1, 2023, with appreciation and respect for the work he has done for the Village, Second by Trustee Finkbeiner– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner appoint Fran Casullo as the Village Lawyer on June 1, 2023, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes.
On Motion to adjourn by Trustee Finkbeiner Seconded by Trustee Clune at 7:30 PM-All ayes.







Respectfully Submitted,







Maureen Hoy, Account Clerk

