

Village of Homer Board of Trustees Meeting

November 8, 2022
6:00 p.m.    
The Regular Meeting of the Village of Homer Board of Trustees was held remotely via zoom and in person at the Homer Town Hall at 31 North Main St. with Mayor McCabe presiding.  

Members present:                                           Mayor, Hal McCabe 







Trustee, Patrick Clune (zoom)







Trustee, Edward Finkbeiner 







Trustee, Kevin Slack 







Trustee, Elizabeth McGrath
Also, present were Village Clerk Dan Egnor. By zoom Village Treasurer Tanya Digennaro, Chief of Police Bob Pitman, Dante Armideo Village Lawyer, Fred Forbes Town of Homer Superintendent, Buzz Barber Water/Sewer Superintendent, Kevin Smith Cortland Voice, Eddie Velazquez.
Public hearing one read byVillage Clerk Dan Egnor:
 Public Hearing # 1
   A LOCAL LAW promulgating sign regulations to the B-3 Research and       Development District within the VILLAGE of HOMER in CORTLAND COUNTY, NEW YORK
Be it enacted by the Board of Trustees of the VILLAGE OF HOMER as follows: The VILLAGE of HOMER hereby promulgates the below sign regulations to the B-3 Research and Development District as enacted below. 

Section 1. Statutory authority and purpose

This local law is intended to be consistent with and is enacted by the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Homer pursuant to its authority to adopt laws under the New York State Constitution and New York State Municipal Home Rule Law and New York State Village Law.  It is intended to act in furtherance of the Village’ authority with respect to existing zoning and land use laws related to the planning, zoning, and physical use of real property within the Village and New York State Village Law Article 7.  The Village Board finds that it is in the best interest of the Village of Homer to adopt the following sign regulations for the B-3 Research and Development District.  
Section 2. Establishing the sign regulations for the B-3 Research and Development District.  


The Village Board of Trustees hereby promulgates the following regulations regarding signs in the B-3 Research and Development District.


(1) The following signs are allowed: 

(a) Residential identifications: non-self-illuminated signs of up to one square foot in area per residence denoting the name and/or house number of the occupants of the premises only. 

(b) Community event signs. Temporary, nonilluminated signs advertising coming events, special sales, contests or promotional activities sponsored by a nonprofit organization may be erected without permit for a period not exceeding 30 days, provided that the consent of the property owner or occupant is obtained and that such signs are not attached to fences, trees, utility poles or the like and that such signs are not placed in such a position as may obstruct or impair vision or traffic or in any manner create a nuisance, hazard or disturbance to the health and welfare of the general public. All such signs must identify the name of the sponsoring person or organization. 

(c) (Reserved)5 

(d) Real estate signs: one real estate ("for sale," "for lease" or "for rent") sign per lot, provided that the sign does not exceed six square feet in area per residential lot or 50 square feet in area per commercial/industrial lot, shall not be illuminated and shall not be nearer than five feet to the nearest lot line. Such sign shall be removed within seven days following the sale, lease or rent of the property. "Sold by" signs shall be removed within 30 days of removal of the property from the market. 

(e) Development signs: one advertising real estate developments or subdivisions, during the period of development. The sign may not exceed 50 square feet in area and may advertise only the name of the architect, contractor, owner, or developer. Such signs may not be illuminated in any manner. 

(f) Home occupation signs: one sign per lot, which shall not exceed two square feet in area. Such sign must be stationary, not self-illuminated and announce only the name and occupation of the building tenant. 

(g) Public signs: signs erected by public schools, governmental agencies, or public utilities pursuant to and in discharge of any official function or required by law, legislation, or government regulation. 

(h) Integral parts of structures: names of buildings, dates of erection, monumental citations, commemorative tablets and the like, when carved into stone, concrete or similar material or made of bronze, aluminum or other permanent type of construction and made an integral part of the structure. 

(i) Private traffic direction signs: traffic, directional or warning signs which are necessary for the safety and direction of residents, employees, customers, and visitors, whether in a vehicle or on foot, or any business, industry, or residence. Such signs shall not carry the trademark or name of any business product and shall not exceed three square feet in area. Directional signs on painted or paved areas are exempt from these standards. 

(j) National recognition and service signs. Signs such as credit card and public telephone signs shall be allowed without permit in addition to any other signs permitted in these districts, but only on windows or wall mounted.

(k) Institutional signs: signs setting forth the name or any simple announcement for any public, charitable, educational, or religious institution, located entirely within the premises of that institution, up to an area of 32 square feet. If building-mounted, these signs shall be flat wall signs. If freestanding, the top shall be no more than eight feet above ground level. 

(l) Private historical or architectural designation signs: signs designed to provide information on the architectural or historical qualities of a structure, building or site, provided that such signs are limited to not more than one sign per structure, building or site and are no more than three square feet in area. 

(m) Village boundary and public affairs signs. Signs not exceeding six square feet in area indicating the meetings of civic organizations shall be erected as a group upon a common supporting structure. 

(n) Renovation signs. One temporary sign per lot, listing the architect, engineer, contractor, or owner may be placed on the premises where construction, repair or renovation is in progress, which sign must not exceed six square feet in area. Such signs must be removed within seven days after completion of the project. 

(o) Private auction or private sale signs. Private sale signs are permitted, provided that such signs are no more than six square feet in area and are erected on the day of such sale, are removed by the day following the conclusion of such sale and are on display no more than five days. 

(p) Safety signs. Safety, hazard, or danger signs are permitted. 

Trustee Clune made a Motion to approve minutes of October 25, 2022, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes 
On Motion by Trustee Slack, Seconded by Trustee McGrath, to pay the following bills – all ayes.
· F & G Funds – Vouchers    # 683-713           $60,240.20
· A Fund – Vouchers             # 245-253            $3,219.14
Treasurer’s report:  Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes. 
ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF WRITTEN REPORTS:

CEMETERY: Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee McGrath, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes.
CODES REPORT – Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Slack Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes. 
ANIMAL CONTROL:  Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Clune - all ayes.  
DPW/PARKS: Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee McGrath- all ayes. 
FIRE DEPARTMENT: Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Clune- all ayes. 
FIRE INSPECTOR REPORT- No report was received.
POLICE:  Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee McGrath- all ayes. The Village had an attempt at stealing a catalytic converter. Chief Pitman was nominated to attend the FBI National Command School. If selected Chief Pitman would be the New York State Representative. 
RECREATION: Report was received as submitted.  Ski club registration continues till November 14th. Motion to accept the report as submitted and authorize the $60.00 refund to the basketball player by Trustee McGrath, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes.  

WATER/SEWER: Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Trustee Finkbeiner would like to get a plan to coordinate paving of the streets and water line replacement. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes.  Motion to allow the Village of Marathon to purchase assorted materials not needed for $500.00 Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Slack - all ayes. Trustee Clune informed the board that Buzz was inducted into the NY Country Music Hall of Honor.
Privilege of the floor:  Fred Forbes the Town passed the budget. There will be better plans for the move of the Police Department. The Bridge Committee will be meeting tomorrow night with 7 companies interested in the project. The billboards discussion will continue at a later meeting. The IDA has rescinded their motion to allow the Towns to set the rate for the solar projects. Rates will be set by the IDA. There have been bids on carpet replacement for the Town Hall.
Old Business: The bus stop bench will be installed on Thursday and the schedule board has been mounted.  
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve budget adjustments to use excess sales taxes to pay for the difference in the ice rink. Linear Park consultant will be paid $5,000.00 from money that was unused from the health insurance budget, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve budget adjustments Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve signing the 2023 Amended Municipal Cooperative Agreement for the Greater Tompkins County Municipal Health Insurance Consortium read by Dan Egnor, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Slack to approve Martin and Jan Wingenbach deed buy-back for $1,659.81, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve creating a part-time Police Sergeant position, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve closing 2 Verizon outdated wireless emergency lines for the water/sewer department effective November 30, 2022, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve paying the 2 heavy equipment/sewer operators a $25 stipend for cell phone use for emergency water and sewer lines, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve water/sewer deferred payment requests, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes.
DPW reminder that leaves, and small branches pickups are extended to November 14. Leaves missed can be called in to the Village Offices by November 16 for pick-up. Village Offices are closed Thursday 10-2 for OSHA training.

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve Linear Park Consultant contract with payment clause, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes.
Village of Homer (surplus) signs were sold by sealed bid. The highest bid ($251.00) was from Susan Kerr, next was Hal McCabe bid ($75.00) and John Hartsock bid ($10.00). On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve to use the funds from the sales to be used to do improvements to signs in the Village, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve the updated Walkable Home grant as submitted, Second by Trustee Finkbeiner– All ayes.
Attorney: LED sign questions are being reviewed by codes and zoning board before it comes back to the Village board. There will be LED sign on display November 16 from 5-6 at the Town Hall. 
Comments by Board Members: 

Trustee Finkbeiner no comment currently.
Trustee Slack commented on the great repair job on the Railroad tracks. Elements artistry has moved to Cinquanti building. Is happy to see that sidewalk repairs are getting started.
Trustee McGrath has no comment currently.

Trustee Clune has no comment currently.
Mayor McCabe had no further comments.

Questions from the Media: 
Kevin Smith asked about the part-time sergeant position. Chief Pitman explained that the department must follow civil service guidelines and none of the current officers have enough time to be full time sergeant. The Police Department will have two part-time sergeants and is still short one officer.
On Motion by Trustee McGrath, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner, the Board entered Executive session at 6:50 P.M. All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner, the Board exited Executive session at 7:21 P.M. All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune rescind Fire Department voucher #691, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune approve updates to Village of Homer employee’s health plan eligibility as presented, Second by Trustee Finkbeiner– All aye.
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve updates to employees’ benefits package as presented, Second by Trustee Finkbeiner– All aye.
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve the Village offices close at noon on November 23,2022 provided employees start by 8:00 A.M., Second by Trustee Slack– All aye.
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve the ski chaperones ride bus transportation for free, Second by Trustee Slack– All aye.

On Motion to adjourn by Trustee Finkbeiner Seconded by Trustee McGrath at 7:30 PM-All ayes.







Respectfully Submitted,







Maureen Hoy, Account Clerk

