

Village of Homer Board of Trustees Meeting

June 14, 2022
6:00 p.m.    
The Regular Meeting of the Village of Homer Board of Trustees was held remotely via zoom and in person at the Homer Town Hall at 31 North Main St. with Mayor McCabe presiding.  

Members present:                                           

 Mayor, Hal McCabe 







Trustee, Patrick Clune







Trustee, Edward Finkbeiner








Trustee, Kevin Slack 







Trustee, Elizabeth McGrath
Also, present were Village Clerk Dan Egnor, Village Treasurer Tanya Digennaro, Chief of Police Bob Pitman, Dante Armideo, Don Ferris Homer News, Phil Stockton DPW Superintendent, Buzz Barber Water/Sewer Superintendent.
Public Hearing# I
ADOPTION OF OPEN MEETINGS LAW PROCEDURES
FOR THE VILLAGE OF HOMER BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETINGS AND COMMITTEES
WHEREAS Subdivision (c) of section 103 of the Public Officers Law, as added by Chapter 289 of the laws of 2000, is amended through July I, 2024, to require that a public body shall provide an opportunity for the public to attend, listen, and observe meetings in at least one physical location at which a member participate, and
WHEREAS January I, 2024, the NYS Committee on Open Government will submit a report to the State concerning the application and implementation of this law and any further recommendations governing the use of videoconferencing by public bodies to conduct meetings, and
WHEREAS, said law allows a public body, in its discretion, to use videoconferencing to conduct its meetings pursuant to the requirements of the law provided that a minimum number of members are present to fulfill the public body's quorum requirement in the same physical location or locations where the public can attend, and the following criteria are met:
· A public body has adopted a resolution by June 14, 2022, authorizing the use of videoconferencing for itself and its committees or subcommittees and the public body has established written procedures governing member and public attendance consistent with the legislation, and such written procedures are conspicuously posted on the public website of the public body.
· The members of the public body shall be physically present at any such meeting unless such member is unable to be physically present at any such meeting location due to extraordinary circumstances, as set forth in the resolution and written procedures adopted, including disability, illness, caregiving responsibilities, or any other significant or unexpected factor or event which precludes the member's physical attendance at such meeting.
· Except in the case of executive sessions conducted pursuant to law, the public body shall ensure that members of the public body can be heard, seen, and identified, while the meeting is being conducted, including but not limited to any motions, proposals, resolutions, and any other matter formally discussed or voted upon.
· The minutes of the meetings involving videoconferencing shall include which, if any, members participated remotely and shall be available to the public if videoconferencing is used to conduct a meeting; the public notice for the meeting shall inform the public that videoconferencing will be used, where the public can view and/or participate in such meeting, where required documents and records will be posted or available, and identify the physical location for the meeting where the public can attend.
The public body shall provide that each meeting conducted using videoconferencing shall be recorded and such recordings posted or linked on the public website of the public body within five business days following the meeting and shall remain so available for a minimum of five years thereafter. Such recordings shall be transcribed upon request.
· Open meetings of any public body that are broadcast or that use videoconferencing shall utilize technology to permit access by members of the public with disabilities consistent with the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), as amended, and corresponding guidelines.
· A member who is participating from a remote location that is not open to in-person physical attendance by the public may not count toward a quorum of the public body (but may participate and vote if there is a quorum of members at a physical location open to the public).
· "In person" participation requirements of the Law shall not apply during a state disaster emergency declared by the governor pursuant to section twenty-eight of the executive law, or a local state of emergency proclaimed by the chief executive of a county, city, village or town pursuant to section twenty-four of the executive law, if the public body determines that the circumstances necessitating the emergency declaration would affect or impair the ability of the public body to hold an in person meeting.

now therefore be it
RESOLVED, That the Village of Homer Board of Trustees hereby adopts the use of videoconferencing for meetings of the Village Board of Trustees and Standing Committees pursuant to the requirements set in Subdivision (c) of section 103 of the Public Officers Law and summarized above,
RESOLVED, further, that members shall be permitted to attend meetings remotely due to extraordinary circumstances, such as disability, illness, caregiving responsibilities, outside meetings, or any other significant or unexpected factor or event which precludes the member's physical attendance at such meeting,
RESOLVED, further, That the Village of Homer Board of Trustees shall allow members to attend remotely via an established satellite location with participation counting quorum,
RESOLVED, further, that the Village of Homer Board of Trustees hereby adopts the following procedures for members attending remote meetings:
· A calendar of meetings will be posted on the Village of Homer's website that includes date, time, physical locations(s) where a member of the public may attend, and directions for receiving instructions for joining the meeting remotely by videoconferencing.
· Members attending remotely from a satellite location must provide notice of the publicly accessible location from which they will attend as soon as possible but no later than within 48 hours of the meeting for posting on the Consortium's website.
· Members attending remotely from a publicly accessible location where proper notice has been given will be counted towards quorum.
· Members attending remotely shall maintain visual contact throughout the meeting.
· Meetings of Village of Homer Board of Trustees' or Standing committees shall be recorded, posted to the Village of Homer's YouTube page, and retained for a period of five years.
Trustee Finkbeiner made a Motion to adoption of Public Hearing #1 on the Open Meetings Law, Seconded by Trustee McGrath- all ayes. 

There are two corrections to the May 24th minutes noted by Trustee Clune and will be completed on Wednesday June 15th. Trustee Clune made a Motion to approve minutes of May 24, 2022, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes 
On Motion by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee McGrath, to pay the following bills – all ayes.
· F & G Funds – Vouchers    # 82-114            $13,255.02
· A Fund – Vouchers             # 200-262        $85,962.39
Treasurer’s report:  Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Clune - all ayes.
ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF WRITTEN REPORTS:

CEMETERY: Report was received as submitted. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner - all ayes.
CODES REPORT – Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner Seconded by Trustee Clune - all ayes. 
FIRE INSPECTOR REPORT- Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report.  Trustee Clune noted that Adam has been having problems getting the inspections scheduled. There is a lack of a response to letters informing owners that an inspection is due. New letters will be sent giving owners 30 days to schedule appointments or face a fine of $250.00 a day till the violation is cleared. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner Seconded by Trustee Clune- all ayes. 
ANIMAL CONTROL:  Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee McGrath- all ayes.  
DPW/PARKS- Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. There is a problem with a tree in the right of way the state needs for the roundabout at 41 and 281 and will be removed.  Durkee Park’s water has been fixed Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Clune - all ayes.  
FIRE DEPARTMENT –Trustee Clune was happy to be part of the Fireman’s parade it was a lot of fun. Report was received as submitted. Trustee Clune asked that the fire training pictures be posted on our web site, by Steve Williams, for the public to see. Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes.  
POLICE – Report was received as submitted. Chief Pitman reminded everyone that the Torch Run is this weekend.  Special Olympics Summer Games are June 24th and 25th in Ithaca. The E-bike is ready to go, and the new patrol car will be ready to go soon.  Phil will need to clean the street cameras soon.  Trustee Clune thanked Chief for being ahead of the trend and getting the Village Officers trained. The stop sign at Copeland Ave has not had the desired results and the Village may have to get solar radar speed signs to slow the traffic. Chief Pitman would like to remind residents according to a public health law, if you feed feral cats, they are yours to take care of.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee McGrath- all ayes.
RECREATION – Report was received as submitted.  Mayor McCabe read the report. Check the web site for camps and leagues. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Slack - all ayes. 
WATER/SEWER – Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. There are just a few more meters to be installed just waiting on the residents to make appointments.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Clune - all ayes.

 Privilege of the floor:  None at this time.
Old Business: None
New Business: None
On Motion by Trustee Clune approve a donation from the Readers and Leaders from the Homer Jr. High School of 2000 dog waste bags and 20 holders to hang on the Village garbage cans for residents to use and keep things tidy, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune approve the following applications to the Fire Department-Victor Santos, Joseph Congdon and Thomas Purdy contingent upon a passed physical, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune approve update cemetery fees, Second by Trustee Finkbeiner – All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner approve TDMS Consulting proposal for electrical work at the recreational building, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner approve the contract with Michael Grimm Services for arborist consultation, Second by Trustee Clune – All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune approve the incident reporting form, Second by Trustee Finkbeiner– All ayes.
The Village would like to have a portable ice rink. The cost is being researched by Zach. On Motion by Trustee Clune approve the grant money of $5,000.00 from Cortland Community Foundation for a portable ice rink, Second by Trustee Finkbeiner– All ayes.
The Mayor presented 4 designs from Matt at SUNY ESF. The Village will need to have public input due to the cost of the project is estimated at $35,000. To save the Village some of the cost Matt will be paid $5,000 to start the plans, saving the Village $15,000 before a certified landscape architect finalizes the plans.
Celebratory sign for NY State Wrestling Champions placement and cost, there will be a later discussion and vote.  
Attorney: None
Comments by Board Members: 

Trustee Finkbeiner no comments at this time.
Trustee McGrath no comments at this time.
Trustee Clune wants to discuss at the next Village Board meeting a zoning clarification for the Research and Development Park. Had a great NYCOM conference. 
Trustee Slack would like the owners of the corner lot at 90 and 281 to take care of the property which includes the small grass lot. If the Village uses it for the flowers, the Village will maintain the grass area once there is an agreement signed. The Mayor would like to see the Village purchase just the small grass area for entrance signs and flowers. The RR tracks at James St. need to be fixed and Phil has contacted the RR company to have it done.
Mayor McCabe asked DOT when they plan to do the paving on Main St. and was told they will be doing the paving this October.
Questions from the Media: None
On Motion by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner, the Board entered Executive session at 6:58 P.M. All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Slack, the Board exited Executive session at 7:10 P.M. All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune to set the reserves for following items-a 2016 Ford 550 at $30,000, a 2012 Ford 550 XL at $11,000, a 8 inch Smith SS Sander at $2,500, a 2010 Cat claw bucket $2,000 and the 1996 Spartan Gladiator fire truck $10,000, Second by Trustee Finkbeiner – All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve Phil to purchase a van for Recreation with a limit of $8,000 and the Mayor could approve up to $9,000, Second by Trustee Finkbeiner – All ayes.
On Motion to adjourn by Trustee Clune Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner at 7:15 PM-All ayes.







Respectfully Submitted,







Maureen Hoy, Account Clerk

