

Village of Homer Board of Trustees Meeting

May 10, 2022
6:00 p.m.    
The Regular Meeting of the Village of Homer Board of Trustees was held remotely via zoom and in person at the Homer Town Hall at 31 North Main St. with Mayor McCabe presiding.  

Members present:                                           Mayor, Hal McCabe (via zoom)







Trustee, Patrick Clune







Trustee, Edward Finkbeiner








Trustee, Kevin Slack








Trustee, Elizabeth McGrath
Also, present were Village Clerk Dan Egnor, Village Treasurer Tanya Digennaro, Chief of Police Bob Pitman, Dante Armideo, Don Ferris Homer News, Buzz Barber Water/Sewer Superintendent, Kevin Smith Cortland Voice.
Trustee Clune made a Motion to approve minutes of April 26, 2022, Seconded by Trustee McGrath- all ayes 
On Motion by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Slack, to pay the following bills – all ayes.
· F & G Funds – Vouchers    # 58-69            $3,197.14
· A Fund – Vouchers             # 132-165        $50,570.11
Treasurer’s report:  Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner - all ayes.
ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF WRITTEN REPORTS:

CEMETERY: Report was received as submitted. The new building is here and getting what is needed to be the Cemetery Office. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Slack - all ayes.
CODES REPORT – Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune Seconded by Trustee McGrath- all ayes. 
ANIMAL CONTROL:  Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes.  
DPW/PARKS- Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report.  The Pomeroy historical sign is erected at Arnolds Florist and on May 17th at 1:00 there is a photo opportunity.  Tree planting is moving forward.  Amnesty Day is May 14th, make sure you have ID to prove you live in the Village.  The paving schedule will be posted and in the paper. The bidding for paving is ongoing.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes.  
FIRE DEPARTMENT – Reminder that there is a burn ban till May 15th and could be extended.  A big thank you to Ken Ford for saving a child’s life May 8th. Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes.  
FIRE INSPECTOR REPORT- no report
POLICE – Report was received as submitted. The Little League parade Saturday was great. Trustee Finkbeiner got a note from the Chief clarifying the number of stops by the police department. The Chief has applied for a grant to implement a child seat check service now that the department has an officer trained. SRO training was a good reminder of why the officers are here to help people. The drug take back was 225lbs, double from last year.  Homer will have a busy summer of events for the Police Department to keep safe. The E-bike is on back order and the other bikes are ready to go once maintenance is complete. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes.
RECREATION – Report was received as submitted.  Mayor McCabe read the report. Check the web site for summer camps and concert listing. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Slack - all ayes. 
WATER/SEWER – Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Clune - all ayes.

 Privilege of the floor:  None at this time.
Old Business: Dam removal is moving forward with Keystone. Little White Church will be transferred to the Center of the Arts and waiting for the attorneys to figure out a solution. The bus shelter has supply chain issues and the base can be poured by DPW now that there are specs.  There will be a comp plan review in 2 weeks.  Mayor McCabe had a final meeting with SUNY ESF and 7 Valley Health Coalition on the Linear Park. Six concepts were presented and will be selected at a later date. This year it will be seeded to grass.  Leaf and brush picked up by the DPW will go back to a May and October schedule to reduce the extra expenses of random pick-up. For this year last pick up will be the week of May 23-27.  The water turn off moratorium is being removed.
New Business: 
  On Motion by Trustee Clune to appoint Ruth Lewis to Zoning Board of Appeals  replacing Noelle Rayman-Metcalf, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to appoint Michael Harter to Zoning Board of Appeals as an alternate, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune approve changes to the employee handbook, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune approve Nancy Cavellier as summer tennis coach, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner approve Kristen Rowland and Nicollette Biviano as softball umpires, Second by Trustee McGrath– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune approve the out of town training for Cody Johnson for the Fire Department, Second by Trustee Finkbeiner– All ayes.
BOND RESOLUTION DATED MAY 10, 2022.

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING, SUBJECT TO PERMISSIVE REFERENDUM, THE construction of improvements to and reconstruction of the sanitary sewer system (Phase II), in and FOR THE VILLAGE OF HOMER, CORTLAND COUNTY, NEW YORK, AT A MAXIMUM ESTIMATED COST OF $4,512,000 AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF not to exceed $4,512,000 SERIAL BONDS OF SAID VILLAGE TO PAY THE COST THEREOF.

WHEREAS, the capital project hereinafter described has been determined to be a Type I Action pursuant to the regulations of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation promulgated pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act, the implementation of which as proposed, it has been determined will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts; and

WHEREAS, it is now desired to authorize the financing of such capital project; NOW, THEREFORE

BE IT RESOLVED, by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the total voting strength of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Homer, Cortland County, New York, as follows:

Section 1.
The construction of improvements to and reconstruction of the sanitary sewer system (Phase II), in and for the Village of Homer, Cortland County, New York, being multiple pump station reconstruction, including original furnishings, equipment, machinery, apparatus, appurtenances, and incidental improvements and expenses in connection therewith, is hereby authorized, subject to permissive referendum, at a maximum estimated cost of $4,512,000.
Section 2.
It is hereby determined that the plan for the financing of the aforesaid maximum estimated cost is by the issuance of not to exceed $4,512,000 of serial bonds of the Village hereby authorized to be issued therefor pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law; provided, however, that to the extent that any Federal or State grants-in-aid are received for such class of objects or purposes shall be reduced dollar-for-dollar.  It is further determined that $976,000 of the $1,730,000 serial bonds authorized by bond resolution dated and duly adopted May 9, 2018, constitutes a separate portion of the cost of the reconstruction of certain pump stations, the aggregate cost of which is $5,488,000 and is hereby so approved.

Section 3.
It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid class of objects or purposes is forty years, pursuant to subdivision 4 of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the Local Finance Law.  It is hereby further determined that the maximum maturity of the serial bonds herein authorized will exceed five years.
Section 4.
The faith and credit of said Village of Homer, Cortland County, New York, are hereby irrevocably pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same respectively become due and payable.  An annual appropriation shall be made in each year sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds becoming due and payable in such year.  There shall annually be levied on all the taxable real property of said Village, a tax sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same become due and payable.
Section 5.
Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize the issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the serial bonds herein authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the Village Treasurer, the chief fiscal officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be prescribed by said Village Treasurer, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law.
Section 6.
The powers and duties of advertising such bonds for sale, conducting the sale and awarding the bonds, are hereby delegated to the Village Treasurer, who shall advertise such bonds for sale, conduct the sale, and award the bonds in such manner as he shall deem best for the interests of said Village, including, but not limited to, the power to sell said bonds to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation; provided, however, that in the exercise of these delegated powers, the Village Treasurer shall comply fully with the provisions of the Local Finance Law and any order or rule of the State Comptroller applicable to the sale of municipal bonds.  The receipt of the Village Treasurer shall be a full acquittance to the purchaser of such bonds, who shall not be obliged to see to the application of the purchase money.

Section 7.
All other matters except as provided herein relating to the serial bonds herein authorized including the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment dates, within the limitations prescribed herein and the manner of execution of the same, including the consolidation with other issues, and also the ability to issue serial bonds with substantially level or declining annual debt service, shall be determined by the Village Treasurer, the chief fiscal officer of such Village.  Such bonds shall contain substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law and shall otherwise be in such form and contain such recitals, in addition to those required by Section 51.00 of the Local Finance Law, as the Village Treasurer shall determine consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law.
Section 8.
The Village Treasurer is hereby further authorized, at his sole discretion, to execute a project finance and/or loan agreement, and any other agreements with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and/or the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation, including amendments thereto, and including any instruments (or amendments thereto) in the effectuation thereof, in order to effect the financing or refinancing of the class of objects or purposes described in Section 1 hereof, or a portion thereof, by a bond, and/or note issue of said Village in the event of the sale of same to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation.

Section 9.
The power to issue and sell notes to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation pursuant to Section 169.00 of the Local Finance Law is hereby delegated to the Village Treasurer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents as may be prescribed by said Village Treasurer consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law.

Section 10.
The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested only if:
1)
Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said Village is not authorized to expend money, or

2)
The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of this resolution are not substantially complied with,

and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such publication, or

3)
Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution.

Section 11.
This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of Treasury Regulations Section 1.150‑2.  Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, or are reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long‑term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein.
Section 12.
Upon this resolution taking effect, the same shall be published in summary form in the official newspaper of said Village for such purpose, together with a notice of the Village Clerk in substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law.

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner approve the sewer bond resolution, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes.
A Proclamation by the Village of Homer Board of Trustees

WHEREAS, all residents regardless of race, creed, or ethnicity deserve to be treated with dignity, respect, compassion, and justice; and 

WHEREAS, Village of Homer residents value initiatives that will end race-based disparities and make the world a more equitable, inclusive, and dignified place for all to live; and

WHEREAS, the elimination of racism can be achieved only with the participation of all residents in dialogue, reflection, and action; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Homer supports YWCA in its praiseworthy mission to eliminate racism, empower women, stand up for social justice, help families, and strengthen communities; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Village of Homer proudly supports YWCA Cortland in celebration of Stand Against Racism, a signature campaign of YWCA USA to build community among those who work for racial justice and to raise awareness about the negative impact of institutional and structural racism in our communities. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Homer hereby declares that April 29, 2022, was YWCA Stand Against Racism Day and encourages residents, local businesses, educators, and community and faith-based organizations to celebrate diversity and advocate for the elimination of racism by taking the pledge to stand against racism at CortlandYWCA.org.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that April 25 – 30, 2022 was declared as YWCA Stand Against Racism Week.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, approve the YMCA proclomation, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
Attorney: None
Comments by Board Members: 

Trustee Finkbeiner it has been covered by others.
Trustee McGrath there are residents who are interested in the Recreation Committee and if any other residents are interested contact her or Zach.
Trustee Clune wants to remind residents that telephone poles are not to be used for advertisements placement. The Town of Homer had another meeting on the bridges where Paul Sweeney is the now the Bridge Committee chair.  Memorial Day parade reminder email. Outdoor lighting shades were approved to take care of the over wash of lighting going into the residents homes on North Main.  Kelly Preston gave a legislative report. New Health Director Nicole Anjeski gave her report. On May 19th  there will be a public hearing at 7:00 P.M. on redistricting.
Trustee Slack thanked Mike Galeotti, who is a clever guy, in the fixing of the flower boxes, they look fantastic.  
Mayor McCabe is disappointed by the redistricting process and believes there will be little change in the progress.
Questions from the Media: 
Kevin Smith asked about the bus shelter and why the company was having problems getting supplies.  Trustee Clune responded that supply chain issues and there is no commitment as to the opening date but when all the parts are here the DPW will assemble it ASAP.  The last comp plan was completed in 2010, Trustee Clune believes, state looks for it every 10-15 years. The cost for this could be $30,000 and the Village is looking at doing this with the help of grants to help pay for it. The current comp plan is up on the web site. The Linear Park located near the Living History Center on Rt 11 will have living edible landscape park. The park still has many projects still in progress and opening date is not set. The grant money left over from demolition and purchase of the three properties will help pay for the park that has been in the progress for 6-7 years.  SUNY ESF and others have helped create the plans for the park.  
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Slack, the Board entered Executive session at 6:58 P.M. All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Slack, the Board exited Executive session at 7:10 P.M. All ayes.
On Motion to adjourn by Trustee Clune Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner at 7:11 PM-All ayes.







Respectfully Submitted,







Tanya DiGennaro, Village Treasurer

