

Village of Homer Board of Trustees Meeting

March 8, 2022
6:00p.m.    
The Regular Meeting of the Village of Homer Board of Trustees was held remotely via zoom with Mayor McCabe presiding.  

Members present:                                           Mayor, Hal McCabe








Trustee, Patrick Clune








Trustee, Edward Finkbeiner








Trustee, Kevin Slack







Trustee, Elizabeth McGrath






 
Also, present were Village Clerk Dan Egnor, Village Treasurer Tanya Digennaro, Chief of Police Bob Pitman, Don Ferris Homer News, Village Attorney Dante Armideo, Fire Chief Steve Hayes, Phil Stockton DPW Superintendent, Jim Toolan Jr. Cemetery Sexton, Kevin Smith Cortland Standard, Brad Smith Homer Radio, Anthony Buttino Village resident.
Trustee Clune made a Motion to approve minutes of February 22, 2022, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes 
On Motion by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Slack, to pay the following bills – all ayes.
· F & G Funds – Vouchers   # 329-339  $10,515.24  and  1-5 $669.21
· A Fund – Vouchers            # 956-999  $27,451.36  and 1-8 $25,300.49
Treasurer’s report:  Report was received as submitted. The audit went on without a problem thanks to Karen Snyder’s filing system. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes.
ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF WRITTEN REPORTS:

CEMETERY: Report was received as submitted. Jim is finishing the quotes for the electrical work at the new building.  There is no decision on what to do with the electric in the old building.  The old building itself is questionable as well.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Slack - all ayes.
CODES REPORT – Report was received as submitted.  Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes.  
ANIMAL CONTROL:  Report was received as submitted.  Mayor McCabe read the report.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Slack, Seconded by Trustee Clune- all ayes.  
DPW/PARKS- Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. Trustee Finkbeiner asked if there is any salt, Phil told him there is plenty.  The tagging of garbage and recycling bins has been a success with less fines from Cortland County. Repairs to the lights in the Village are moving forward including the basketball court.  Trees have been ordered and should be in by the end of April.  Trustee Clune would like to do something for Arbor Day.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes.  
FIRE DEPARTMENT – Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. The Chief explained the reason for flooding this year is frozen ground, melting snow and excessive rain. The water then is not absorbed in the ground and runs on top of the ground. Spaghetti supper with meatballs for $15.00 at the Fire Department on March 19, 2022. Call to pre-order till March 12th at (607) 283-1680. There are still cookbooks available. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes.  
POLICE – Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe read the report. The Chief took 3rd place in the wing eating contest last weekend at the Homer Elks.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes.
RECREATION – Report was received as submitted.  Mayor McCabe read the report.  Booking concerts at the Green is going well and the web site will have the events posted.  Zack would like to thank all that helped with the Ski Club’s success this year.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Slack, Seconded by Trustee Clune - all ayes. 
WATER/SEWER – Report was received as submitted.  Mayor McCabe read the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Clune - all ayes.

 Privilege of the floor: 
 
Village resident Anthony Buttino has hired an Engineer to find out what is going on with the flooding problem on a Village property from a Town property. The Village can help with the moving of dirt, but the Town has to answer if this is a code violation. Mayor McCabe is aware and is willing to help resolve this.
Old Business: None
New Business:

On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve the appointment of Elizabeth McGrath as a Village Trustee replacing Tim Daley, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
Mayor McCabe and Trustee Clune wants Village residents to see the updated schedule of Village fees to be posted on the web site.  Voting on the fees will be at the next meeting on March 22, 2022, and scheduled to start April 1, 2022.
On Motion by Trustee Clune to approve the recreation park rental fees, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune approve the extending appointments in the Organizational meeting February 23, 2021, to December 13, 2021.  Second by Trustee Finkbeiner – All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune approve all appointments of Tim Daley, from Board Meeting on March 22, 2021, to Elizabeth McGrath.  Second by Trustee Slack – All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune approve the extension of Kevin Slack as hearing officer to first board meeting in December 2022.  Second by Trustee Finkbeiner– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner approve the Park rental rules for the 2022 season, Second by Trustee Slack – All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune, approve temporary change in claims audit policy, Second by Trustee Finkbeiner– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, approve that in March and April, Trustee McGrath will be the alternate for Trustee Slack, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune, approve deferred payment plan for water/sewer accounts, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
On Motion by Mayor McCabe, approve deferred payment plan for water/sewer accounts signees, allowing the Treasure and Clerk to sign if approved by the board, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes.
Village Clerk Dan Egnor read the resolution in accordance with New York State retirement policy on the standard workdays and hours of elected officials in the retirement system. 
Whereas, New York State Employees’ Retirement System Rule 315.4 requires reporting to the Retirement System, on a form prepared by the State Retirement System, with respect to workdays for certain elected officials who are members of the Retirement System and who are being reported for service credit and for whom the Village does not maintain time records; and

Whereas, Rule 315.4(b) requires that the Village Board of Trustees adopt a resolution establishing a standard workday for each such elected or appointed office or position if the holder of that office or position is a member of the Retirement System for whom service credit is being reported.

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Homer hereby establishes the above as standard workdays for elected officials and will report the following days worked to the New York State and Local Employees' Retirement System based on the record of activities maintained and submitted by these officials to the Village Treasurer of this body; and

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be posted on the Village’s website for a minimum of 30 days: and

Be it further resolved that a certified copy of this resolution be filed with the New York State Retirement System within 15 days after the posting period.

 Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, review standard days resolution for hours per day per position and standard day resolution for days per week per position, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes. 
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, approve the appointment of Michael Ellis to seasonal Cemetery laborer for the 2022 season, Second by Trustee Clune – All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, approve the appoint of Paul Coolidge to seasonal Cemetery laborer for the 2022 season, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune, approve the appointments of employees eligible for pump duty for the fiscal year ending February 28, 2023, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune, approve the appointments of employees eligible for park duty for the fiscal year ending February 28, 2023, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, to accept a donation for a Memorial Bench on the Green, Second by Trustee Slack– All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Slack, to approve percentage for Fire Department reserve deposits of leftover funds, Second by Trustee Clune– All ayes.
The Village will need to do some work in the sewer system and the water tanks need to be replaced.  Barton and Loguidice bid is in and with the chance to get half of the cost at 0% interest rate.   The Mayor is also looking at more State money through ear mark grants for the water tanks, Little White Church and the River Trail.
Attorney: Nothing currently

Comments by Board Members: 

Trustee Finkbeiner asked if Dan Egnor has made any progress with Don Richards’ MOU draft. Dan has missing information to go forward. There needs to be new dates to meet with VanGorder on the DRI loss. Dan has there been any response from Scott Hopko or Thoma for 2022 DRI submission. He would like to know if there has been any progress on the Community Park with Scott Steve.  Trustee Finkbeiner would like to see the old DRI proposal posted on the web site for residents to see it and put in some inputs.  There needs to be more Economic Development meetings and he would like to see Dan help in this.  
Trustee Slack would like to meet with the Beatification, but they are not in town.  The flower boxes need to be made with the help of DPW.  
Trustee Clune attended the Town of Homer meeting on March 2nd where it was announced that Martin Sweeney was successful in getting a Pomeroy grant marker for Arnold’s Florist.  The Village has to install and maintain the historical marker.  The Town will meet on March 17 with residents concerning the Wall St. bridge with the help of some local expertise on what needs to be done.  The Pine St. bridge is going to have the state yellow tag removed.  The assessor’s office is getting back to normal.  There is progress on developing a clean glass recycle area for the Village.  The code book is still a work in progress.
Mayor McCabe reported that there is talk in Albany allowing ADU (accessory dwelling units). This is defined as if you own a property, you can make apartments without any zoning. He had concerns but has worked with the sponsor of the bill and there is language in the bill to lessen the concerns. 
Trustee McGrath has asked to attend any community meetings to see how the Village works.
Questions from the Media: 
Don Ferris (Homer News) wanted to make sure that the Police Chief got proper recognition for raising half of the money raised at the wing eating contest.
Kevin Smith (Cortland Standard) wanted more information about Village sewer system. The Village rehabbed the problems with the current sewer system and water tower with funding through NY Clean Water State Revolving Fund.  This was a preventive maintenance for the Village. The next meeting will be live meeting at the Town Hall.
On Motion by Trustee Slack, Seconded by Trustee Clune, the Board entered Executive session at 7:05 P.M. All ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Slack, the Board exited Executive session at 7:10 P.M. All ayes.
On Motion to adjourn by Trustee Clune Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner at 7:15 PM-All ayes.







Respectfully Submitted,







Tanya DiGennaro, Village Treasurer

