

Village of Homer Board of Trustees Meeting

November 13, 2019
6:04 p.m.    
Public Hearing

1. Municipal Property Reserves not to exceed $5,000.00 will be used to install fencing at Grigg’s Field. 

Motion to accept the proposal to use up to $5,000 from the Municipal Property Reserves 

by Trustee Slack, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner - all ayes.
2. Small Cities CDBG Microenterprise Program (MAP). Pursuant to CFR 24 570.486, the Village is required to hold a public hearing during the grant administrative period of each grant to provide details with respect to Programs and Program’s progress, solicit comments with respect to funded activities and program administration, and answer questions with respect to the Programs or grant activities.
Motion to accept the report by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes.
Members present:

                        Mayor Darren McCabe 

Trustee, Patrick Clune

Trustee, Edward Finkbeiner

Trustee, Kevin Slack

The Regular Meeting of the Village of Homer Board of Trustees was held at Town Hall, 31 North Main St., Homer, New York with Mayor McCabe presiding.  

Members present:

                        Mayor Darren McCabe 

Trustee, Patrick Clune

Trustee, Edward Finkbeiner

Trustee, Kevin Slack

Also, present were: Village Treasurer Tanya Digennaro; Village Clerk Dan Egnor; Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Kristen Case; Homer Fire Chief Mahlon Irish; Police Chief Pittman, Water/Sewer Superintendent Buzz Barber; Cortland Standard Reporter Shenandoah Briere; Homer News Reporter Don Ferris; 

Mayor McCabe called the meeting to order at  6:04 P.M.
Trustee Clune, made a motion to approve minutes of October 8, 2019 with amending new Village sign color green.  Motion was seconded by Trustee Slack- all yes. 

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, seconded by Trustee Clune, to pay the following bills for October 2019 – all ayes.
· F & G Funds – Vouchers    181 – 231    $109,264.86
· A Fund – Vouchers             634 – 731   $199,829.22
ACCEPTANCE FOR FILING OF WRITTEN REPORTS:
ANIMAL CONTROL:  Report was received as submitted.  Mayor McCabe reads the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner - all ayes.

CEMETERY: Report was received as submitted.  Mayor McCabe reads the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner - all ayes.
CODES – Report was received as submitted.  Mayor McCabe reads the report. Trustee Finkbeiner asked Mr. McMahon to examine the circus building due to issues noted. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Slack, Seconded by Trustee Clune- all ayes.
DPW- Report was received as submitted. Mayor McCabe reads the report. Mayor McCabe noted the dumpsters were full for amnesty day.  Trustee Slack wanted to note these guys do a great job.  Mayor McCabe said they do an amazing job.  Trustee Finkbeiner noted the DPW department did a great job in building the playground.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Slack, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes. 
FIRE DEPARTMENT– Report was received as submitted.  Mayor McCabe reads the report. 
Chief Irish noted the largest issue was the line of duty death.  Due to issues with the autopsy, the claimant was originally denied workers compensation benefits, but it appears the autopsy will be completed by the end of the week so the Village would be able to submit an appeal.  The new truck will be available February or March.  The census form is by December 1 for the cancer policy, which Chief Irish will work on with Tanya DiGennaro.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes.
POLICE – Report was received as submitted.  Mayor McCabe reads the report.  Chief Pittman noted the parts are in for the new explorer.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Slack - all ayes.
RECREATION – Report was received as submitted.  Mayor McCabe reads the report. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Slack - all ayes.
WATER and SEWER – Report was received as submitted.  Mayor McCabe reads the report.  Mayor McCabe noted that the new meters are being installed.  Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Clune- all ayes.
DISCUSSION OF DESIGN AND REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR THE LWCC:

     Four proposals were developed by section.  First discussed was the north wall proposal, including moving the stairs.  The second proposal discussed was the west portion of the building.  The third proposal was the toilet facilities and enclosing the stairs and basements, while turning the pastor’s office to a handicapped accessible toilet.  The fourth proposal was for the stairs.  Mechanical, electrical, and plumbing are on a performance basis bid, like the Town of Homer building was.   

ANNUAL HISTORIAN REPORT

Martin Sweeney presented the annual historian report for the Village of Homer.  The format used is the format required by NYS.  The report will be filed with the County and then sent to the Education Department. Motion to accept the report as submitted by Trustee Clune; Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes.
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 

None Noted.
OLD BUSINESS:
The application for the exhaust for the proposed restaurant at 23 South Main Street was discussed.  Jamie Yamen presented drawings noting the location of the vent.  The vent, per the drawings, is pretty far back.  The engineer redesigned the vent so it is closer to the building and the cleanouts would be inside.  This new design was discussed with Kevin McMahon today who noted his approval.  Yamen noted no one wants this building to look as nice as we do as our name is on it. Yamen said without this option, the restaurant won’t be possible. Trustee Clune noted with the cleanout on the inside and shortening the distance of the vent, making it less obtrusive, I think its set farther back and it won’t be what we feared might be in regard to being aesthetically non-pleasing.  You’ve addressed my concerns so thank you. Trustee Finkbeiner noted we need this, and we want you to be successful and I will approve.  Trustee Slack noted with the changes we asked I see no issues to not approve.  

  Mayor McCabe noted there are still parking issues.  Jamie Yamen noted that the Village was nice enough to grant us six spaces.  Yamen anticipated 6-8 cars for the development but now there is 11 cars.  Yamen’s father owns the parking at the bank.  Most parking places have belonged to him.  We’ve discussed swapping places, but we haven’t finalized this.  Mayor McCabe noted the Village granted the development 6 spaces, but the Village needs to get something for it (as a Village).  Mayor McCabe noted we could just swap 10 for 10 slots and put signs up for municipal parking, but we need to do it quickly.  Mayor McCabe noted we should come up with an agreement to resolve the issue.  
Motion to approve the exhaust for the proposed restaurant by Finkbeiner and Seconded by Slack- all ayes.
Mayor McCabe noted the fencing for Newton Park proposals, with Whitmore being the lowest proposed fencing.  Motion to accept Whitmore’s fencing bid by Trustee Clune; Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes.

.The Village Treasurer DiGennaro discussed Whitmore’s bid for the Grigg’s Field project for $10,000.  Motion to accept Whitmore’s fencing bid by Trustee Clune; Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes. 
NEW BUSINESS:
Village Treasurer DiGennaro presented a personnel change to approve the extension of Karl Cole’s temporary employment through April 1 2019.  His wage rate would be $11.10 an hour until 12/31/19 an hour, which it would be increased to $11.80 an hour. Motion to approve extending Karl Cole’s appointment as laborer through April 1, 2019 at a rate of $11.10 an hour until 12/31/19, which the rate would be $11.80 an hour by Trustee Finkbeiner; Seconded by Trustee Clune- all ayes.
Village Treasurer DiGennaro presented a proposal to appoint Nicholas Casterline as the Fire Inspector. Motion to approve appointing Nicholas Casterline as the Village of Homer Fire Inspector by Trustee Slack; Seconded by Trustee Clune- all ayes.
A new fire fighter application was presented for Tyler Conrad contingent on successfully passing the physical. Motion to approve the fire fighter application for Tyler Conrad contingent on successfully passing the physical by Trustee Clune; Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes.
Village Clerk Egnor presented the proposed fire service contracts with the Towns of Homer, Scott, and Summerhill. Motion to accept the fire service contracts for the Towns of Homer, Scott, and Summerhill and authorize mayor to do negotiations to complete contracts as presented by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes.
Mayor McCabe discussed the Arbor Brook Flats, LLC project of 40 additional subdivisions.  Discussion of holding public hearing January 8, 2020 was discussed after the County meeting on December 18, 2019.  Motion to accept the Arbor Brook Flats Dee Street Subdivision as recommended by the Village Planning Board, forward recommendation to the County, and have the Village planning board be lead agency for SEQR of the project by Trustee Clune and Seconded by Trustee Slack - all ayes.
Mayor McCabe presented acquiring the Harder property through eminent domain. Although the process isn’t what the Village wanted, but it’s come to it.  I, and the Board, have spoken to so many people who say that it would be a disservice to the Village and community for the project to fail.  Its time to move forward with the project.  Trustee Finkbeiner said he’s heard the same thing.  Trustee Slack agreed and said its well said.  Mayor McCabe noted the other properties are ready to sell. Motion to hold public hearing for eminent domain on Harder Property by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Clune- all ayes.  
Village Treasurer DiGennaro discussed the proposed Revenue Anticipation Note with First National Bank of Dryden, RT 11 project properties.  The rate would be 2.5%.  The Village would need to hire an attorney to prepare the RAN.  The bank generally uses Dan Armstrong.  If agreeable, a contract with Dan Armstrong will be available at the next board meeting.  Motion to go forward with the revenue anticipation note at an anticipated rate of 2.5% with First National Bank of Dryden by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Clune - all ayes.  
The Village Treasurer presented the proposed budget adjustments.  Motion to approve the proposed budget adjustments by Trustee Finkbeiner; Seconded by Trustee Clune- all ayes.
Attorney:
None.
Comments from Board Members:
Trustee Finkbeiner noted the cable commission letter was emailed. I recommend the Village sign it and hopefully Fred Forbes will sign it as well and then send to legislatures.  Franchise fees are received for only cable usage only.  As people stream services, then there is less or no franchise fees.  We currently receive about $55,000 in fees.  Mayor McCabe will discuss this at the State Legislature.  Motion to authorize Mayor McCabe to sign the letter to preserve our franchise fees in whatever manner is best for our residents by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner- all ayes.

Trustee Clune inquired if we have, we received anything from Syracuse Haulers on the glass recycling changes by the County?  Should we add a common place for residents to leave their glass that needs to be separated?  


Trustee Clune mentioned he attended the Town of Homer Board meeting.  As Martin said Dave Quinlan did a lot of work hanging pictures.  Motion to present a gift card for $40 from Applebee’s by Trustee Clune, Seconded by Trustee Slack- all ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Slack the Board entered Executive Session at 8:19- all ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Clune and seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner the Board reconvened at 8:50– all ayes.  


On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Slack to close the meeting at 8:51 PM.







Respectfully submitted,







Tanya DiGennaro, Village Treasurer
